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NERC Specifications Aid Buying  

Earth-Friendly Office Supplies 

 

According to Resource Recycling, new 

specifications for office supplies aim to help 

overworked, short-staffed government offices 

purchase environmentally preferable products. 

 

The Northeast Recycling Council (NERC) recently 

released model specifications that public 

purchasers can reference or copy when crafting bid 

solicitations and vendor contracts.  They include 

specs for 20-pound copy and multipurpose paper, 

monochrome toner cartridges and other office 

supplies. 

 

The specs were developed for product categories 

that purchasers consider most difficult to buy 

“green,” according to a NERC press release, and 

they’re based on current marketplace options.  In 

addition to recommendations for product 

attributes—using post-consumer recycled 

materials, avoiding anti-microbial coatings, 

supplying high-yield toner cartridges, among 

others—the specs recommend requirements for 

vendors.  Those include minimizing packaging, 

consolidating deliveries and prohibiting delivery 

truck idling, among others. 

 

Teams of environmentally preferable purchasing 

professionals, public purchasers and products 

experts developed the specifications.  The Roy A. 

Hunt Foundation provided funding for the project.  

 

Recycling Industries Coalition  

Opposes “Dirty MRF” Concept 

 

Resource Recycling reports that a newly formed 

group of recycling organizations and stakeholders 

is weighing in on the effects of mixed waste 

processing on recycling. 

 

“Coalition members know that a facility processing 

waste and recyclables mixed together, known as a 

dirty MRF, will not improve and may harm 

recycling,” the policy statement from the newly 

formed Recycling Industries Coalition (RIC) reads.  

RIC is made up of recycling stakeholders from 

across the country and initially formed to combat 

an Indianapolis project centered around a mixed 

waste processing facility, or dirty MRF. 

While that facility was eventually approved by city 

officials, RIC “continues as a way to educate policy 

makers, local officials and the community about 

the potential negative consequences of multi-

material processing facilities,” the group writes in 

an official release. 

 

Mixing solid waste and recyclables, according to 

RIC’s official policy statement on the approach, 

“will severely degrade them to the point that they 

will only be usable for incineration, landfilling or 

energy recovery, which is not recycling.” 

 

RIC members include a number of large industry 

groups and stakeholders, including:  American 

Forest & Paper Association, Glass Packaging 

Institute, Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries, 

Knauf Insulation, Newark Group, Owens-Illinois, 

Inc., Paper Recycling Coalition, the Steel Recycling 

Institute and Waste Management. 

 

The group’s position has been supported by the 

National Recycling Coalition (NRC) as well. 

 

“NRC supports the policy adopted by the RIC in 

highlighting concerns with the implementation of 

dirty MRFs,” an NRC post states.  “The NRC agrees 

with concerns with dirty MRFs that RIC highlighted 

and other concerns.  Instead of relying on dirty 

MRFs, NRC urges communities to implement best 

practices for the separate collection of recyclables.” 

 

While the mixed waste processing approach is not 

new, it has seen a resurgence in interest among 

some U.S. cities looking to boost relatively low 

recycling rates.  Beyond the Indianapolis project, a 

$35 million mixed waste processing facility for 

residential waste opened earlier this year in 

Birmingham, Alabama.  Houston has also continued 

looking into the merits of the “all in one bin” 

approach.  According to equipment maker Bulk 

Handling Systems, which has released a six-part 

video series on the issue, mixed waste processing 

has evolved significantly and can now effectively 

separate recyclables from a mixed municipal waste 

stream. 
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COMMODITY Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 Jan-15 Jan-14 
PAPER-$/TON RISI Official Board Markets (Midwest/Chicago area) FOB  

  Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 Jan-15 Jan-14 

#2 mixed paper $35-40 $35-40 $35-40 $35-40 $35-40 $35-40 $35-40 $35-40 

#37 sorted office paper 
(SOP) $130-140 $130-140 $130-140 $130-140 $125-135 $125-135 $135-145 $115-125 

#8 ONP $50-55 $50-55 $50-55 $50-55 $50-55 $50-55 $50-55 $50-55 

#40 sorted white ledger 
(SWL) $200-210 $210-220 $210-220 $210-220 $210-220 $210-220 $220-230 $200-210 

#11 OCC $75-80 $75-80 $70-75 $70-75 $65-70 $65-70 $65-70 $85-90 

PLASTICS-₡/LB. Recycling Markets.Net/Secondary Materials Pricing - FOB 

  Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 Jan-15 Jan-14 

#1 PET - mixed (clear & 
green) $0.18 $0.18 $0.18 $0.17 $0.17 $0.16 $0.16 $0.17 

#2 HDPE (natural-milk 
jugs) $0.51 $0.54 $0.55 $0.55 $0.45 $0.43 $0.33 $0.27 

#2 HDPE (colored-
detergent btls.) $0.30 $0.28 $0.30 $0.31 $0.28 $0.27 $0.24 $0.27 

GLASS-$/TON Recycling Markets.Net/Secondary Materials Pricing - Delivered  

  Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 Jan-15 Jan-14 

clear (flint) $32.00 $32.00 $32.00 $32.00 $32.00 $32.00 $32.00 $32.00 

brown (amber) $22.00 $22.00 $22.00 $22.00 $22.00 $22.00 $22.00 $22.00 

green $11.00 $11.00 $11.00 $11.00 $11.00 $11.00 $11.00 $11.00 

METALS Recycling Markets.Net/Secondary Materials Pricing - Delivered  

  Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 Jan-15 Jan-14 

aluminum beverage 
cans (UBC) cents/lb. $0.78 $0.79 $0.79 $0.78 $0.78 $0.78 $0.79 $0.80 

  Recycling Markets.Net/Secondary Materials Pricing - Delivered  

  Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 Jan-15 Jan-14 

steel cans $/TON $110-120 $110-120 $110-120 $110-120 $110-120 $110-120 $110-120 $110-120 

                  
 

 
 

        

         

         

         
         

        

         

          

 

 

 

 

 

Kentucky Recycling Assistance Section 
Department for Environmental Protection 
Division of Waste Management 
200 Fair Oaks Lane, 2nd Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601  

Energy and 
Environment Cabinet 

The Kentucky Division of Waste Management does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, age, disability or 
veteran status.  The division provides, on request, reasonable accommodations necessary 
to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in all services, 
programs and activities.  Contact ShannonL.Powers@ky.gov to request materials in an 
alternate format.    


